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23" February 2026
Re: Epidemic of avoidable SEND child suicide

Dear Minister,

I have been working with The Times to expose the agony, horror and national disgrace of the
SEND scandal.

I have spoken to too many bereaved parents whose children have taken their own lives after
being failed by public bodies. Today, The Times published 20 SEND child suicides caused by
neglect, misconduct and underfunding. The grief of these families is unbearable, but worse
still is their knowledge that these deaths were preventable and that the state appears to be
learning little from them.

As Dr Georgia Richards from the Preventable Deaths Tracker has said, there is currently no
centralised national system to collect, analyse, and learn from deaths identified at coroner’s
inquests as preventable. So, we do not even know how many of these suicides there are. It is
likely that hundreds of SEND children are killing themselves but without a centralised
database to track this, we have no way of knowing.

Without a unified public database, neither Parliament, ministers, coroners, nor researchers
can identify national patterns in preventable deaths and learn from them. I am therefore
calling on you to create a national database to track preventable deaths by collating and
publishing data from coroners’ Prevention of Future Deaths reports and inquest findings. This
would:

Enable public and parliamentary scrutiny of systemic failings across services.

Help identify repeated patterns of neglect or unsafe practice.

Provide a foundation for evidence-based policy reform to prevent further deaths.
Honour the experiences of bereaved families by ensuring their losses lead to learning
and change.

We cannot continue to tolerate a system that forgets its dead. A database to track these
preventable deaths would be a vital act of accountability and learning.

Yours sincerely,
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Chris Coghlan

Liberal Democrat MP for Dorking and Horley
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